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Abstract

Park managers in Jasper National Park (JNP) are presently struggling to strike a
balance between protecting ecological integrity in the park and accommodating
the close to 2 million people who will visit the park in 2003. It is my contention
that addressing management problems in the park must involve defining and
interpreting these problems in both ecological and cultural terms. In this thesis I
align theoretical approaches from environmental anthropology (specifically
historical ecology) with insights from ecological restoration in order to suggest
how we might begin to imagine the future for JNP. A first step is to shed light on
the ways people have envisioned Jasper National Park and the human place in it.
I employ discourse analysis to examine two representations of Jasper National
Park. I conclude that cultural perceptions cannot be ignored in our

understanding of the park or in landscape management processes.
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Introduction

In her popular travel book A Hiker’s Guide to the Art of the Canadian
Rockies, Lisa Christensen begins with a quotation from John William Beatty: “the
first and most important thing in landscape painting is to find a nice comfortable
place to sit” (John William Beatty, 1927, cited in Christensen, 1999:1).

On August 9, 2002, I found a great place to sit, an ideal viewpdint. With
an elevation of some 7000 feet, the Palisade is quite a hike up an abandoned fire
lookout road, but it provides a grand view of Jasper National Park’s (JNP or
Jasper) Upper Athabasca River Valley. In the summer of 1915, M. P. Bridgland, a
surveyor for the Dominion Lands Survey of Canada, had occupied this same
viewpoint. From the Palisade he took 12 photographs of the surrounding
landscape. Using these photographs, along with 723 others from g1 additional
peaks and prominent points in the valley, Bridgland would craft the first
topographic map of Jasper Forest Park. Eighty-three and eighty-four years later,
Bridgland Repeat Photography Project researchers Jeanine Rhemtulla and Eric
Higgs returned to all of Bridgland’s 92 survey stations and re-photographed all
735 of his views. Their purpose was to use the comparative sets of images to
chart landscape change.

From this same vantage point, and armed with copies of both sets of
images from the Palisade station, I gazed out over the valley asking questions:
How is it that people create particular meanings for places such as Jasper? How
do images such as landscape art, photographs, maps and travel guides influence
the way we view the landscape? How have our perceptions of the landscape
changed over time? How do our experiences with the landscape fit in? What
kinds of assumptions contribute to our impulse to protect and restore Jasper?

My broader purpose in this thesis is to shed light on how people generate
knowledge about the world (through language, maps, images, and experiences)
and how that knowledge, in turn, shapes our understanding of the world and our
place in it. It is my contention that a better understanding of this process is
especially important in places such as national parks, which have, over the years,
become icons of Canadian wilderness, landscapes imbued with both cultural and
ecological significance.



Research Problem

The place of humanity in nature — or more precisely, the
relationship of the human species to the rest of reality — has
been a central problem in all historical cultures.

(Lease, 1995:7)

People are constantly (today perhaps more than ever) struggling to define
our relationship with nature. We continue to seek it out at places as diverse as
Disney’s Wilderness Lodge, the family cabin, or in the backcountry of national
parks and other protected areas. Of course, this struggle is not a new one.
However, in recent years, perhaps largely due to the recognition of the severe
environmental degradation that we have caused, there has been a resurgence of
interest in the topic. After several decades of neglect, theorizing the human
relationship to the natural world has reclaimed an important place in the social
sciences and the humanities.

Such theorizing is becoming increasingly important in places such as JNP
where park managers are beginning to recognize that long-term human
occupation and management have had profound impacts on the landscape. Long
before Jasper National Park was established in 1907 in the Upper Athabasca
Valley, humans used the valley for a variety of purposes: as a hunting ground, a
trade corridor, a place to live and farm, and a place from which to extract natural
resources. Presently, JNP sees close to 2 million people pass through its gates
annually. To accommodate all these visitors, the park is being commercially
developed at a significant pace. Additionally, the ecological integrity of the park
is being increasingly threatened from the outside: coal mining operations, and
logging and timber operations are appearing nearer and nearer to park borders.

Park managers are thus struggling to create a balance between
accommodating tourists and developers, on the one hand, and maintaining
ecological integrity in the park, on the other. However, the tendency in
management to date has been to segregate ecological and cultural processes in
the park by enforcing restrictive policies and erecting both literal and symbolic
barricades between people and ecosystems (Higgs, 2003). From an
environmental anthropology perspective, and considering the long history of



human influence in JNP, such a dichotomous approach to management is
problematic. It is my contention that addressing environmental problems in
Jasper National Park must involve defining and interpreting these problems in
both ecological and cultural terms.

One management approach that explicitly acknowledges both cultural and
ecological processes on the landscape is ecological restoration. Ecological
restoration offers several insights that can guide park managers in incorporating
both ecological and cultural processes. First, restoration allows for the
incorporation of the park’s history, both human and ecological. Second,
restorative approaches have the reflexivity to recognize the ongoing role of
contemporary cultural values and social practices in shaping the landscape and in
shaping management practices.

While addressing environmental problems in JNP must involve both
cultural and ecological considerations, the question is how. In this thesis I align
theoretical approaches from environmental anthropology and historical ecology
with insights from ecological restoration in order to suggest how we might begin
to imagine the future of JNP. A first step is to examine the ways we humans have
envisioned Jasper National Park and our place in it.

Research Objectives and Questions

The main objectives of this thesis are two-fold. First, I examine M. P.
Bridgland’s 1917 map of Jasper and the Bridgland Repeat Photography Project’s
1999 website, highlighting the cultural construction of images and the scientific
rhetoric of photographs and maps. Second, I use the insights gained from my
interpretations to draw conclusions from within the theoretical framework of
historical ecology, linking back to restoration efforts in Jasper National Park.

In my interpretation of the images (chapters three and four), I address the
following questions: How were these images used to construct “scientific”
accounts of the park? How have images of the park (such as maps and
photographs) contributed to our cultural understanding of the landscape? In my
discussion in chapter five, I address the following questions: How can the
examination of these two cultural accounts contribute to theory from historical
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ecology and environmental anthropology? How might this type of information be
used to inform environmental policy, specifically, park management in Jasper
National Park?

Thesis Qutline

Chapter One — Setting the Scene, begins by providing an introduction and
brief background to Jasper National Park. Additionally, this chapter will set forth
the theoretical approach I take to understanding the relationship between people
and the landscape of Jasper National Park. I begin by summarizing the
theoretical literature from ecological restoration, followed by an overview of the
literature from historical ecology, a theoretical approach from anthropology that
addresses the complicated relationship between people and their environments.
Finally, I introduce Higgs’ (2003) landscape evolution model as a link between
historical ecology theory and the practical application of ecological restoration.

Chapter Two — Methods, outlines the approach I employ to interpret M. P.
Bridgland’s 1917 map and the BRPP website. I begin chapter two by introducing
the 1917 and 1998-99 record sets and providing the reader some background
information on my project. Then, I introduce discourse analysis as the method
that I have drawn on for my interpretation. I also provide a detailed description
of the particular questions and considerations applied to the analysis and
interpretation of each of my two record sets. Finally, I introduce the
ethnographic nature of my perspective on the BRPP and describe how my
experience as part of the BRPP research team has greatly informed my research.

Chapters three and four comprise the main analytical portion of my thesis.
In Chapter Three — Vision of an Ordered Land(scape), 1 employ discourse
analysis to interpret M. P. Bridgland’s 1917 map of Jasper. In particular, I seek to
shed light on how the landscape of Jasper was represented as a “wilderness” by
the authoritative voice of the Dominion Lands Survey of Canada. In Chapter
Four — Looking Over Bridgland’s Shoulder, I again employ discourse analysis to
interpret the Bridgland Repeat Photography Project website. By examining the
BRPP website, I aim to shed light on how language and images were used to
construct an account of Jasper that focuses on landscape change.



In Chapter Five — Imaging and Imagining, I begin by reflecting on the
insights gained through the analysis and interpretation of M. P. Bridgland’s and
the BRPP’s accounts of JNP. I then discuss my results within the theoretical
framework of historical ecology, focusing my discussion on how I understand the
relationship between people and their environments. I then return to the
landscape evolution model proposed by Higgs (2003). I argue that while this
model is useful for creating the link between theoretical approaches from
historical ecology and insights from ecological restoration, on a practical level, it
does not capture the synergic essence of the relationship between nature and
culture in creating landscapes.

Finally, in my concluding chapter, I summarize the main arguments of this
thesis, speculate about the future of management in Jasper National Park, and
suggest some directions for future research in this area.



Chapter One — Setting the Scene

Jasper National Park has been described by many as a “threatened
landscape” (Higgs et al., 1999). The park, established in 1911, is presently being
developed at a very rapid pace. Within it, there is a struggle between those who
would see development continue to increase, others who fight to protect the park
from human degradation, and yet others who strive to balance the two.
Additionally, the park is threatened from the outside as coal mining operations,
logging and timber operations, and tourism inch toward the park borders. Of
course, the tensions within the park are reflections of a dual mandate for
Canadian parks established with the Canadian National Parks Act in 1930, which
sought to leave parks unimpaired for future generations while at the same time
enhancing visitor enjoyment (Canada, 1930). Even today, with the mandate
shifting increasingly in favor of ecological protection (Canada, 1988, 2000) the
pace of development has not slowed.

As park managers struggle to cope with rapidly increasing demands on the
park, and increasingly insufficient budgets, they require sophisticated and
practical management models. Recently, they have received some good news. In
August of 2002, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien announced that the Canadian
government would create ten new national parks over the next five years as well
as work to restore and protect the ecological integrity of our existing national
parks (Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, 2003). This announcement was
followed on March 24, 2003 with a commitment from Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps of an additional $144 million dollars to be invested over the next five years
to implement the Action Plan for Canada’s national parks (Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society, 2003). This funding is in addition to a commitment of $74
million dollars announced in the federal budget in February of 2003 (Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society, 2003).

With this renewed support, park managers have begun to seek new and
better ways to manage national parks. Ecological restoration has recently
emerged as a viable management alternative for Jasper National Park. Asa
management model, ecological restoration provides two significant insights apart



from its ecological benefits. First, restoration allows for the incorporation of the
park’s history, both human and ecological. Second, restorative approaches are
conducive to the reflexivity that recognizes the ongoing role of contemporary
cultural values and social practices in shaping the landscape and in shaping
management practices.

This chapter is intended to set forth the theoretical approach I take to
understanding the relationship between people and the landscape of Jasper
National Park. I begin by providing a brief introduction to the place that is
Jasper. Next, I present a brief overview of the theoretical literature on ecological
restoration, focusing on an expanded conception of ecological restoration in
which cultural values are incorporated along with ecological values. I argue that
this approach is particularly relevant in places such as Jasper National Park
where human values have shaped, and continue to shape the landscape
significantly. I then introduce the discipline of historical ecology, a theoretical
approach from anthropology that addresses the complicated relationship
between people and their environments. Examining this relationship is vital for
conducting good ecological restoration. Finally, I discuss Eric Higgs’ (2003)
landscape evolution model as a link between historical ecology and ecological

restoration.

1.1 Jasper National Park

The modern landscape of Jasper began to take form about 120 million
years ago when the sediments of the west-coast continental shelf were pushed
inland, breaking up flat-lying layers of marine sediments and creating upward
thrusts and folds of rock (Gadd, 1986). Over time, the landscape of Jasper has
also been shaped by erosion and, more recently, glaciers that carved out rugged
limestone peaks and deep, wide valleys (Gadd, 1986). This mountainous
landscape, in its immensity, has long aroused notions of the sublime and, as
MacLaren notes, the mountains themselves, “readily inspire awe in such a way as
to seem to exceed their own spatial dimensions” (MacLaren, 1999:5). Today, the
awe-inspiring landscape of Jasper draws tourists from
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Map of Jasper National Park and main points of reference. From Higgs' 2003
Nature by Design.



around the world — close to 2 million people will visit Jasper National Park this
year.

However, most of the first European travelers through the Athabasca River
Valley did not come to recreate or enjoy the sublime beauty of their surroundings
as we do today. These were the early explorers, fur traders, settlers, and
prospectors whose priorities belonged to carving a civilized and economically
viable living out of the raw landscape. These early travelers were followed in the
20t century by an era of expansion that would eventually bring Dominion Lands
surveyors to map out the wilderness, scientists to take inventory of the natural
resources, businessmen to harvest those resources, and railways to join the
nation and bring people into the wilderness. Indeed, it was the planned
construction of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway through the Yellowhead pass in
Jasper that would bring about the creation of Jasper Forest Reserve on
September 14%, 1907 (Lothian, 1976; McNamee, 1993). Jasper is one of a cluster
of national parks that was established in the Canadian Rocky Mountains in the
late 19th and early 20t centuries. These parks (including Banff, Canada’s first
national park, established in 1885) have, over the years, become icons of
Canadian wilderness both at home and internationally:

History and geography have thus conspired powerfully;
consequently, the mountain parks have transcended
regional identity to become national, and, with their
designation in 1984 as a World Heritage site by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), global. (MacLaren, 1999:5)

The legacies of First Nations peoples, early explorers, Métis settlers, park
managers, and tourists in Jasper National Park have created a landscape imbued
with cultural, historical, economic, scientific, and ecological significance.
Moreover, the landscape of Jasper is one permeated with cultural meaning.
Today, Jasper represents many things to many people. For those of us who live
nearby, Jasper is a weekend get-a-way; for others it is a wilderness preserve, a
mountain paradise, or even a golfing destination (the Jasper Park Lodge is home

to an 18-hole golf course, complete with elk). Understanding how these
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meanings are created for Jasper is a vital part of creating long-term restoration
goals for the park (Higgs, 2003).

1.2 Theoretical Approaches to Ecological Restoration

Managing Jasper National Park, where the landscape means so many
things to so many people, is complicated. The very idea of managing a national
park raises a series of complicated and difficult questions. Why should there be
so-called natural ecosystems management? Whose idea of nature is being
represented? Is human interaction with the landscape an acceptable part of the
system? Should management decisions be historically based? How should
cultural practices and values be factored into the decision-making process? In
tackling such questions, what is becoming apparent is that park managers can no
longer discount the historical role that people have played in shaping the
landscape; nor can they ignore the continuing influence of people as they plan the
future of the park.

A management approach that is gaining support in Jasper, in other
Canadian national parks, and in a wide variety of settings internationally is
ecological restoration. The Society for Ecological Restoration International
(SER), the lead international organization promoting ecological restoration,
defines ecological restoration as “the process of assisting the recovery of an
ecosystem that has been degraded, damaged, or destroyed” (SER, 2002).

While the SER definition is accommodating and broad in scope, it is by no
means the only answer to the question: What is ecological restoration? Defining
ecological restoration is highly contested by restoration practitioners and
theorists. As Jackson et al. note,

Since the founding of the Society for Ecological
Restoration, its members and leaders have discussed what
ecological restoration is and isnt, what it should and
should not include, and how we can make such
determinations when each restoration has a different place,
context and outcome. (Jackson et al, 1995:71)

Even the word “restoration” is problematic for many. William Jordan
devotes an editorial in Restoration and Management Notes to the topic:


























































































































































































































































































